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White Lodge (WL) Men’s Section Rules 
 

Pre-Competition  

1. Members are encouraged to be in the Clubhouse so that they can be signed up to play on the booking 

sheet and pay the relevant competition entry fee by 07.30 (08.00 Winter) at the latest. An initial draw 

will be made at 07.15 (07.45 Winter) with the remaining players being drawn at 07.30 (08.00 Winter) 

The draws are done at random to ensure members play with a broad range of players. Players delayed 

can ring in to be included in the last game. 

2. Start: Those in the initial draw should be ready to play at 07.30 (08.00 Winter) - the first tee time.  

3. You should check your handicap when you sign in (list on club notice board) – because playing to a 

higher handicap than your official CONGU one, means you will be disqualified. (Rule 3.2C*) 

4. In Pairs Competitions, the defending pair will, wherever possible, defend their trophy. 
 

Competition Play 

5. You should be familiar with and at all times adhere to the R&A “Rules of Golf”. 

6. All members are expected to conduct themselves on and off the course in the spirit of the game 

(Rule1) and in a manner which enhances the reputation of White Lodge Golf Club. 

7. You should play with a marked ball so you can identify your ball. You should confirm your ball marking 

with your fellow players at the start of a match, when you play a provisional ball, and when you 

change your ball. (Rule 6.3a) 

8. You should repair any fairway divots you make, repair pitch marks on the greens & rake the bunkers 

(Rule 1.2a). The Club wants to contribute to a high-quality course, so doing additional repairs is 

helpful. 

9. You should not move ahead of your fellow players’ balls, on a line which could interfere with their 

shot, as this can delay their shot, be off putting and also put you at risk of injury.  

10. Should you need to take relief from a penalty area, path etc you should confirm this with one of your 

fellow players before doing so. (Rule 17) 

11. If there is a dispute during a round, or players are unsure what rules apply, you should play 2 balls and 

record the results achieved with both balls. (Rule 20.1c) At the end of the round, the matter should be 

referred to the Committee for a decision. 

12. In stroke play, all Members are encouraged to play “ready golf” (see Rule 6.4(b)2), which is a catch-all 

phrase for a number of actions that separately and collectively can improve the pace of play. There is 

no official definition of the term, but examples of ready golf are: 

• Shorter hitters playing first from the tee, or fairway, if longer hitters have to wait. 

• Playing a tee shot, if the person with the honour is delayed in being ready to play. 

• Playing a shot when safe to do so if a player further away faces a challenging shot and is taking 

time to assess their options. 

• Playing a shot before helping someone look for a lost ball. 



• Playing a shot if a person who has just played out of a greenside bunker is still furthest from 

the hole, but is delayed due to raking the bunker. 

• When a player’s ball has gone over the back of the green, any player closer to the hole but 

chipping from the front of the green should play while the other player walks to their ball and 

assesses their shot. 

• Marking scorecards upon arrival at the next tee, except that the first player to tee off marks 

their card immediately after teeing off. 

13. Your group should keep up with the group in front. If you fall more than one hole behind, you are 

responsible for letting the group behind you through & must do so. (for further information see 

whitelodgegolfclub.co.uk : How to play golf quickly, without rushing)  

14. Any 4 ball at the end of the field must split into 2 two balls if falling behind the last 3 ball.  
 

Post Competition 

15. At the end of your match, you are responsible for checking & signing your scorecard, & handing it in 

immediately. If it is unsigned, illegible or completed incorrectly, you will be disqualified from the 

competition. 

16. If you start a competition and then decide for whatever reason not to finish, you must still hand in 

your card. Ensure you mark your card “NR or No return” sign it and leave it with your playing partners 

to return this to the Handicap Secretary / Competition Organiser. 
 

Guests 

17. Members are welcome to invite a guest to play at WL, but should notify a Committee Member in 

advance. Guests do not pay an entry fee and cannot win prize money or trophies. 
 

Lady Members playing in Events organised by the Men’s Section 

18. Lady White Lodge Members are welcome to play in any Men’s competition, except the following – 

a) All Duke’s Tiger Tee events on Thursdays. 

b) All Duke’s Tiger Tee events on Tuesdays. 

c) All Monthly Medals on Princes. 

19. All ladies shall play off the same tee as the men where possible, provided that tee has a current 

England Golf Ladies’ Standard Scratch Score – except in joint events with the Ladies Section.  

20. Lady competitors will pay the same competition entry fees as the men. 

21. Lady competitors are eligible to win prize money, but not to win trophies. 

22. Lady competitors are not eligible to hold any position on the Mens Committee. 
 

Prize Money & Trophies 

23. New members, who do not have a CONGU handicap when they join the Club, are eligible to win 

competition prize money on commencing membership but will not be able to win competition 

trophies until six months, or earlier at the discretion of the Committee, after their membership starts. 

This is to allow new members’ handicaps to reach a steady state after joining the Club  
 

Matches & Other Matters 

24. When playing matches for White Lodge all team members should wear White Lodge Logo clothing. 

25. If for any reason you cannot make a match you are playing in, or are running late, you must advise the 

Captain or Match Organiser as soon as possible. 

26. All members are expected to contribute positively to the running of the Club. 
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